“Sustainable forestry management through added value products.
Practical cases from the Mediterranean”

www.selvans.ONG Technical seminar organized by Life Mycorestore - Tavertet: Dec 1, 2021
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SELVANS - Payments for forest ecosystem

services in Catalonia
“People taking care of forests, forests taking care of people
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Presentation by Stefan Esser
stefan@selvans.ONG
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SELURNY

“SELVANS” - Etruscan God, protector of forests (C8th to C3rd b.C)
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Jaume Hidalgo Colomé
Forest Engineer

ELVRNS

2007 - Girona Provincial Council
2011 - University of Girona

2013 - Natura Foundation

2017 - Selvans Association
2021/22 - Selvans FOUNDATION




JEURNS  mission oF stwvans

-
x

SELVANS MISSION:
Conserve and give value to a network of
high-natural-value and old-growth

forests, managed to free natural evolution

v most valuable natural capital which is at risk

v’ covering at least 5% of forests (= European average),
on the way to 10% (European Biodiversity Strategy)

v’ integrated into a multi-functional forest mosaic

v’ including a subnetwork of therapeutical forests



UBRNE cHALLENGES

Currently no specific legal protection of old-growth and high ecological value forests = need for a voluntary scheme

No public consciousness regarding need and urgency to protect these forests = need for education and awareness raising
75% of Catalan forests are private 2 need for a motivating argumentation and scheme, and stakeholder engagement
Forest law & praxis very oriented towards economy of tangibles = need for an (economic) compensation scheme

— Conversion of “Logged Forest” into “Conservation Forest” through payment for ecosystem services (PES)

67.000 hectares to protect 2 need for considerable funding (public and private) for stumpage acquisition where needed

Wide scope of the project (conservation, forestry, health, rural development, economy) = need for adaptability and innovation




- ACHIEVEMENTS & 2

Diagnosis of 2,44 % of forested area as with high natural value  (1.448 forests, 32.900 hectares).
e Current conservation of 1,42 % on the way to 5%  (38% of these thanks to SELVANS: 466 forest reserves over 8.000 ha). " l ‘
* Stakeholder engagement: 300+ forest owners / 139 public and private bodies
e 14 therapeutical forests operating in Catalonia, with draft quality Standard
* Training: 4 university courses: 75 trained forest therapy guides
e Research: first European study relating forest bathing and fibromyalgia
* Growing institutional backup (Catalan Government, regional provincial councils, municipalities) = strategic and legal mandate
e October 2019 - lll Congress “Forests and its Potential for Health” in Girona
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SELVANS scheme regarding “Payment for Ecosystem Services - PES”

. Objective: preserve old-growth-forests, our most valuable NATURAL CAPITAL, which is at RISK
. Under a mandatery voluntary scheme, we compensate forest owners for not logging.

. Since 2005: PES based on ecosystem service “wood”, thus “stumpage acquisition” over 15 to 25 years.
Cost: between 900 € - 2.100 €

. Funds channeled through the whole program 2008-2013: aprox. 1.480.000 € from public funds (2005+,
renewal 2030+!), and aprox. 87.000 € derived from Selvans as NGO (since 2013).

. (1) Risk-free for forest owners, as they keep the natural capital (= forests with big trees).

— OPPORTUNITY for them to diversify forest production =2 new income by means of PES = reinvestment
into ecological transition in rural areas




